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A Parent’s Adage

Be grateful always"my dad used
to say this to me and my siblings
every Christmas and New Year.
Like Japan, gift giving in
Philippines is when kids wait for
their godparents to give them gifts
which can be toys, clothes or cash.

I remember when I was a kid, I used to get
disappointed when I received toys or clothes instead
of money, but my dad (with a stern look) always says,
even until now “Be grateful always.
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It's The Thought That
Counts

Filipinos don’t have the tradition of
giving New Year's Gifts.

We usually give gifts during
birthdays, anniversaries, wedding
ceremonies, and the most important
event is “Christmas”.

Giving and receiving gifts during Christmas is our
annual tradition. Receiving “Christmas Presents”
makes us feel very special. We are always grateful for
every little gift we get. It's always the thought that
counts.
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