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Three interesting things
I notice in Japanese schools.

When I started working as an ALT here in Tenei Village,
everything was exciting and new. The classroom experience
has always been interesting, fun and memorable. However,
there are remarkable things that surprise me which are
different from what we do at schools in the Philippines.
Here they are.

l. Students in Japan can still use pencils even when they
are already in the junior high school. In the Philippines, we can use
pencils [rom the kindergarten until the 3rd grade only in Elementary
schools. We formally and must start using “pens” from the 4th grade
and onwards, Pencils are no longer used except in Art classes. When
I was in the 4th grade, | tried not to make changes with my answers
during the examinations because teachers don't accept erasures. It was
hard but I had to be careful in writing.

2, Students in Japan can check their own test papers or homework
papers. It is incredible. In the Philippines, we cannot check our own
test papers. It must be switched with other students in the class. Tt is
always like that.

3. Students or teachers in Japan check correct answers using the circle
mark () and wrong answers using the slash ( /)

or something that looks like a check mark ( v ).

This is a total opposite in the Philippines, We PHILI PPINES:
check correct answers using the slash or a check e
mark (/) (v ) and we use the circle mark for ; = e

incorrect answers. ()

These are just three of the things T find new in * 7 1 =&~
my teaching experience. I love to know more & 4 #3
about differences in our school culture here in = & + & =)

Japan and in my country. It is fun and interesting.
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