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How do people greet in their culture?

Different countries with different cultures greet diversely. These gestures or an expression of
some words show respect to someone or to an acquaintance.

Do you know that people in Tibet greet each other by sticking their tongues out? As they say,
this is to show that they are not the reincarnation of the cruel 19th century Tibetan king who had
a black tongue. Surprising isn't it?

Another one is from the native Tpeople in New Zealand where they greet each other by pressing
their heads and noses together. They call this traditional gesture as "Hongi". This is quite similar to
the people in Saudi Arabia where they also kiss their noses together to greet.

Presently, as | am in immersion with the Japanese culture, | observe that they bow when they
greet. The duration and the angle of the posture vary as it communicates different emotions like
appreciation, respect, or apolo%/. It is basic information for a foreign visitor to understand the reasons why Japanese
bow. It is not only for greetings but it also conveys deeper meanings of the gesture.

| find Japanese bowing interesting because in my culture, it is on z done after a performance or in a prayer.

Now let’s get to know how the people in m%/ home country, the Philippines, greet each other.

We basically greet with a smile, a wave of the hand with expressions like “Kumusta?” which means “How are you?” in
English. A smile means everything to Filipinos. It expresses friendliness, kindness or courtesy. With the influence of the
American culture, “Kumusta?” can be replaced with a “Hi” or “Hello™. However, for families or relatives, we have a special
way of showing respect to the elderly. We take their hand (usually the right hand) and press it onto our forehead.

Regardless of which country we are from, it is important to understand and respect other countries’ culture and
tradition because it is where our values are rooted and shaped.

It is interesting and fun to learn about these differences, isn't it?
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